THE PSYCHO- ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
Sexual
curiosity
Children's
questions
 In giris (°r in b°ys» m so ^ar ** *ey possess homosexual
inclinations) the return to the mother may be used as a means
of attaining sexual intimacy with the father, 'indirectly through
fusion, or identification, with the mother *.
The directly sexual feeling thus attaching to these phantasies
is in many cases powerfully reinforced by the curiosity which
is experienced by children in relation to the processes of
conception, gestation and birth. Most children would seem to
possess at an early age a very lively interest in all matters
directly or indirectly connected with the reproductive function.
The question "Where do babies come from?" is one of the
most absorbing of all the problems of our early years; one
which, in its more sublimated forms, may lay the foundation
of that restless desire to know the causes and origins of things,
which is the driving force of much that is best in science
and philosophy; and one for which, in infancy and childhood,
a solution is sought in many of the childish theories of
reproduction which have recently attracted the attention of
psycho-analysts2.
Curiosity of this kind is also found to underlie much of
that desire for knowledge which manifests itself in the incessant
asking of questions so characteristic of children at a certain
age. Where this is the case, the actual questions asked are
movement here described is a clear coitus symbol (head = penis), while
the mountain would appear to have derived its name from the phallic
significance of the eel.
In a certain number of cases the idea of returning to the mother's
womb or of being born is coloured by the infantile " cloacal theory " of
birth, according to which then child imagines birth to take place through
the rectum. This is shown with exceptional clearness in the following
dream. "I was walking down a long and narrow flight of stairs. They
seemed to be the back stairs of a large house or hotel and were very
dirty and ill-lit, and every now and then I would tread in a pool of dirty
water. The stairs suddenly (note the words in italics) opened out towards
the bottom and I emerged into a back yard. I found I was covered with
soot and dust and my boots were filthy." (Cp. the well known passage
from St. Augustine, "Inter urinas et faeces nascimur").
1	Freud, 4< Sammlung kleiner Schriften zur Neurosenlehre." IV, 693, 694.
Further evidence has recently been brought together by Mrs. S. C. Porter
in a (not yet published) paper on Brontephobia.
2	Freud,  "Sammlung kleiner Schriften zur Neurosenlehre/'  II,   169.
Jung, "Collected Papers on Analytical Psychology," 132.

